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Make Me Laugh

Laughter is the best medicine. It strengthens our immune systems, boosts our 

mood, diminishes pain, and protects us from the damaging effects of stress. 

Laughter helps bring our minds and bodies into balance. It seems like if there 

was ever a time for a good laugh it’s now. So let’s make each other chuckle, 

giggle, grin, roar, shriek, snicker, whoop, titter, cackle and belly laugh. Use 

laughter for its greatest purpose, to trigger positive feelings in others and foster 

a sense of group unity.



The Collection



Nellie Fraser
owl tea cozy

I've been felting tea cozies for a few years now and 

am surprised how well received they are. While 

thinking of new ideas for this year I got thinking of 

my favorite muse, birds.  Knowing that owls are a 

very popular décor icon recently,  I thought I'd try an 

owl tea cozy.  I used local mixed breed wools to give 

the base some sturdiness.  The eyes and nose are pre 

felted merino.  

wool, wet felting, resists



Patti Cook
Perch Creek rodeo finals

When this theme was introduced, I 
wondered what I could contribute. I 
turned to my "basket of sorrows'', (i.e. the 
basket of failed projects.) Rummaging 
through I came across one of my attempts 
at a funky cone styled vessel with various 
protrusions and embedded rovings . After 
some various poses and pokings, I saw 
what resembled a fish, so away I went 
embellishing and embroidering a fixed 
shape.  When finished, I thought it lacked 
in making me laugh, so the idea of a Frog 
hitching a ride on that fish seemed like it 
might incite a giggle!

I needle felted a whimsical bendable frog, 
used some recycled sari yarn that I 
thought resembled wet reed grass and 
voila!

Toady and Freddy are in the finals at the 
Perch Creek Rodeo!

Merino Wool, Corriedale Wool, Embroidery, Sari silk yarn little paint (eyes)
 Wet Felting (fish) Needle Felting (Frog)



Leah Cathleen
tweets

dorset wool.  wet and needle felted

I have made and taught felted bird feeders for years 

and this idea has been percolating around in my mind 

for a while.  The Make Me Laugh exhibition prompted 

me to get creating.  I like the double humour of 

‘feeding’ the cat who is feeding the birds.  



Chris Liszak
what do you call it?

What do you call a fish with the body of a lizard? 

What do you call a lizard with the tail of a snake?

What do you call a snake with spikes like a porcupine?  

What do you call a porcupine with wings of a dragon?  

What do you call a dragon with wheels?

I call him Stan.

merino wool, wet felt, resists, wire, clay, wood. 



Linda Inge Tremblay
one of each

alpaca, wet and needle felted.

About year ago I had the opportunity to purchase several 

raw alpaca fleeces in several colours. I was excited to work 

with alpaca fibre not realizing what I was getting into. I sure 

learned a lot mostly realizing I don’t ever want to do that 

again! I have great appreciation for those who process 

fibre. I made a million different things from the fibre 

including neck warmers, hats, vests, mitts, slippers, bags, 

pillows, and of course lots of art. I used the best fibre for 

my art. It felts pretty well. This piece was inspired by the 

fact that I had several colours of fibre. Alpacas are funny 

looking creatures so it was easy to create a piece that would 

make us smile.



Barb Mathieson
what’s really behind the mask? 

Given that the theme was “Make Me Laugh” and we are still living 

with a pandemic I thought I’d make something pandemic related. 

Heaven knows we are all wearing masks and probably getting 

quite tired of wearing them, so I thought I’d play with what 

people may be doing behind their masks ☺  Needle felting 

something pandemic related seemed rather fitting because it just 

feels good to stab and stab and stab and stab over and over again, 

all my thoughts and feelings about living in this pandemic these 

last two years

needle felted using Maori wool



Alison Hall
PD Day

When I’m out and about and an old 

camper van passes me by, 

something that’s been restored or 

renovated by the owner, I feel my 

heart leap for joy! I miss my old bus 

that I did exactly that to; it had a 

destination sign that lit up with a 

switch in the old dashboard. Oh the 

places I went, and the signs I 

displayed!

continued….

needle felting, wire, stitch



Family reunions, 

concerts, and camping 

of course. 

Unfortunately, it ran on 

propane causing short 

trips with careful 

mapping of specific gas 

stations. One day I plan 

to buy another old 

jalopy and create 

another happy place, 

one that’s more 

reliable now that I’m a 

senior! For now, I’ll 

dream it working with 

wool.



Fay Hodson
Rosy Rhinooster

I have been making little whimsical needle-felted 
and wet felted creatures for years. So much fun - 
I love how the wool and vibrant colours 
contribute to the development of their 
personalities. It was time to try making a life-size 
creature! Humans have been making masks 
since prehistoric times and there have been 
many different beliefs about how the wearer and 
observers are affected by them. It was great fun 
seeing Rosy’s personality develop and then feel 
it come to life in her natural habitat! 

wool (from Western Canada). wet felting 

with a book resist and assembly of seven 

structural components, needle felting. 



Elise Campbell
feeling cheeky

As I pondered the theme of this exhibition I considered what it is 

that makes me laugh, and the one thing I kept returning to is my 

children and how their pants often seem to sit just below their bum 

cracks. Perhaps it is childish of me that butts still make me laugh, 

but there we have it! And that's how Esme came to be - she had 

been on the time out shelf for over a year (no fault of her own) and 

through a few sketches I finally discovered her destiny - to aumuse 

you with her cheek(s)! She is built over a wire armature with ample 

behind and dons wet felted booties and a homemade cross-back 

apron (should have opted for the ties!) And, in spite of surviving a 

full double hand replacement, she still can never tame her pearly 

mohair locks. 

wool, silk hankies, mohair, viscose, wire, pigment

needle felting and wet felting



Shellie Jones
the bus stop

As a fibre artist, I tend to focus my work on animals, both 

domestic and wild.  I am drawn to the behaviour of animals, 

how they co-exist in the wild, and even in our homes.  Animals 

live their lives focused on the present moment to survive.  

They are living life without expectations.   Their connection to 

nature and each other, reminds us of the importance of our 

relationship with the earth. However, when placing these 

creatures in a human setting, well, that is always funny.  For 

me, animals are a magical, delightful, and expressive way to 

show the simplest observations.  I find humour within the 

simple moments of our day. Amusement is everywhere you 

just need to be looking for it. 

needle felted wool on wire armature.   wool, craft felt, 

wrapped wire, apaca yarn.



Margaret R. Hall 
safe to come out

wet felted wool over a resist, ceramic closure, needle felted character

Feeling blue and peeping out. Is it safe?   Yes, going out. This work tells the story of the relief of leaving a hiding 

place in a whimsical way. 3 images submitted for the 1 work to animate the story.



Marilyn Samuels
Bunny blue

Bunny Blue is a stuffie of sorts that never 

made it out of the studio. She has back 

legs that go straight up, underdeveloped 

front legs and an off centre tail so 

mobitilty is an issue. But she is a trooper 

who likes to make people laugh. She loves 

the snow and carrots and her favourite  

colour is blue. She is nunofelted with 

Corriedale and Merino wool and silk fabric 

found in a thrift store. Her ginormous 

carrot is made from merino wool and 

locks. 

corriedale, merino wool, assorted locks, 

silk, beads. nunofelt on a resist



Janet Stanley
Mushroom forest

Felting brings out the kid in me.  Wool is always 
asking me to come out and play, to try something 
new and see if this or that is possible.  This 
project was full of fun as each element had its 
own challenges and of course, I got to play with it 
as it progressed.  The forest inhabitants all have 
smiles, which makes me smile, and that’s what 
it’s all about.

House and cave: wet felting with resists, merino and other 

wools, with a bit of silk, embroidery and beads.  The roof 

comes off so creatures can be stored inside. The forest 

inhabitants were needle felted. 



Pat Tarr
Petal Pink Admires Her Egg

Tania the Brave, a blue and purple locks covered 

chicken by Debbie Katz, oversees my studio. Inspired 

by Tania’s locks, pieces of a locks covered chicken tea 

cozy lay on my table.  Studio visitors egged me on to 

fix her. Disaster! Instead, Petal Pink hatched out of 

large amount of pink merino and a bag of pink and 

purple locks. The colour pink suggests frivolity or 

whimsy to me, and what could be more whimsical 

than a pink hen?  When you are a large pink hen, of 

course, you lay a large golden egg, with pink flecks! 

merino, locks, silk strips and sequins. merino prefelt, 

embellished with needle felted locks and pencil roving. 

plastic egg covered with merino, silk and viscose 

fibres. wet felting, needle felting.



Joyce Brown
The Ice Maiden

I have my mother’s copy of Andersen’s Fairy Tales from 1945; 

“The Snow Queen” was dark, scary, and well-loved and read by 

me as a youngster. As this piece evolved it brought back 

memories of the books. As a Queen she needs her jewels and 

decorations but the wickedness in her has misshapen and 

twisted her. If we can laugh at our fears and find humor we can 

often diminish evil.

wet felted with shibori stitching,

 embroidered and beaded



Janice Callahan
the shield

Favouring functionality, even in the humor 

behind the theme, I explore ways of 

incorporating mixed-media techniques into my 

pieces.  These (mixed-media) techniques are 

used to demonstrate, enhance and reveal the 

versatility of their felted bases. 

merino wool, silk, pre-felts, free motion quilting, 

canopies, needle felting, velvet, locks



Wendy Chaytor
fairy home under the forest

merino wool, silk, acrylic beads, glass seed beads.  wet felted on a resist,  

then needle-felted. needle felted mushrooms, acrylic flowers, and seed 

beads to add to the whimsical nature of this house. 

The top of the house is open to accommodate an air plant. 

It is said that a happy plant will grow better.  What could 

be a better plant home than atop a fairy house!  This is a 

fantastical piece designed to let the owner escape into a 

magical world where fairies and little folk exist.  The size of 

the side mushrooms relative to the height of the door 

adds to the magical feel of this piece.



Heather Lawrie
caw caw

Puppets are a great way to express 
feelings, to speak incognito and to have 
some fun especially on Zoom calls.. 
Inspired by Fraggle Rock characters I 
wanted to use various techniques to add 
appendages that could be manipulated 
to create different funky expressions. 
Pleated wings allow for some shyness 
and the spikey hair screams to be styled.

merino roving, margolin silk. sari silk 

threads, silk fibre embroidery thread 

wet  felted, needle felted, stitched,



Thanks to all our contributing artists

We all need a good laugh now and then.
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